
Teaching Slum Children at Hua Rot Jak Tuek 
Daeng Community 

(30th June 2012) 
 

During the term break, on 30 
June 2012, The Lionheart Society 
and a number of volunteers, once 
again, had the opportunity to tea  ch 
slum children of Hua Rot Jak Tuek 
Daeng Comminity, Tau Poon, 
Bangkok. This community has about 
100 children mostly living with their 
parents, grandparents or guardians. 
A majority of these families are very 
poor, having minimal sources of 

income (if any), a typical hand to mouth existence. Most families are headed 
by parents who are drug addicts, alcoholics or crime offenders.  During 
weekdays, the children attend a public school in the area as an obligatory 
requirement by the government.  But on weekends, the children are left idle 
and unattended since their parents or guardians are out to work or simply do 
not care about them.  Many of these children come from either broken 
families or a family life that is often unpredictable and chaotic (parents who 
are constantly quarreling or abusive).  As this type of environment clearly 
exhibits lack of proper parenting and poor home management, this 
consequently deprives these children of affection, attention, supervision and 
guidance.  Because of these inadequacies, children begin to lack control of 
their environment making them weak and prone to finding their place in gangs, 
engage in drug addiction and alcohol consumption.  Some may even go 
through early pregnancy or involve themselves in crimes becoming juvenile 
delinquents and burden to the society.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        
 
 
 



Kru Poo, a retired teacher, 
considers this to a great extent, a 
problem desperately in need of 
attention. He decided to give his 
time to help these children by 
visiting them once a week, on 
Saturdays, to help them cope up 
with their homework which he has 
been doing for the past 10 years. 
Luckily, the Lionheart Society has 
been privileged to join this very 
beneficial project, helping the children with their homework, teaching Basic 
English, Maths, Arts and providing them with other useful information they 
may use at school.  
 

       In this trip, the Lionheart Society 
donated learning materials to the 
children and brought lunch food to 
them as well. 
 
      Sadly, in this community, parents or 
guardians simply do not care about 
their children’s education so in many 
instances, the children would have to 
be picked up personally from their 

homes by the volunteers to participate in this weekend tutoring.  Most of 
these children are not adept at learning and may not be able to catch up with 
their lessons as they may have not 
clearly understood what they were 
being taught in class. They basically 
need someone to help them 
especially with their homework but 
unfortunately, no one at home is 
able to do so as their parents may be 
away, illiterate or with very minimal 
education themselves.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
     Furthermore, these Saturday activities also encourage children to use their 
weekends wisely and productively which may inhibit this idleness from 
becoming causes of bad habits or inappropriate practices. Through these visits, 
the children also learn the importance of knowledge and the value of 
education which plays a very significant role in any child’s mental growth and 
stability, helping them achieve a promising future and successful life.  
 

       It may be noted that in Thailand, 
the gap between the rich and poor is 
widening resulting in large number of 
people living in squalid or run-down 
areas.  Even in Bangkok, where most 
of the country’s economic activities 
including tourism take place, slum 
communities are mounting at a fast 
growing pace. There are countless 
numbers of homeless, illiterate and 
displaced children all over the city.  

The Lionheart Society feels that since we are very fortunate to have a decent 
and comfortable life and good education as well, therefore it is our calling to 
give something back to the society. We are surrounded by people living in 
poverty and deprivation - they need our help.  Kru Poo is one person who has 
an idea but it takes a lot of good hearted individuals working together to make 
change. In our small ways, we can make that happen. 
 
      Teach to Reach is a project that will be ongoing for the Lionheart Society 
and its growing number of volunteers and hopefully encourage others to 
follow suit, adopting our “concern for others” mentality. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  



Interview:  Kru Pu  (54 years old)  *Volunteer Teacher  
30 June 2012 

 
 
       “I have been a volunteer teacher for 
almost 5 years now.  I come every 
Saturday to visit the children and help 
them with their homework. In the 
beginning, I was just invited by my 
friends to see this place but eventually, I 
decided to come regularly as I truly 
enjoyed spending time with the 
children. Some of the other volunteers 
are office employees , university 
students and high school students; they 
take turns coming here on Saturdays 
and have never expected anything in 
return for their services.  We still need a lot of volunteers as the number of 
children in this area is increasing.  Now there are approximately 100 children in 
this community and a teacher to student ratio of 1:1 or 1:2 is preferable since 
the children are desperately in need of assistance especially with homework.    
     
      Aside from tutoring, the children also yearn for care and affection. As these 
are hardly given at home, it may be noticed that when the volunteers come to 
visit, the children may be seen hugging and embracing them.  
       
     I do not only teach the children but I also give them a haircut, trim their 
nails and treat those who may be affected with lice as this is common in these 
areas due to poor sanitation. 
 
     Unfortunately today, there were fewer children who participated in this 
Saturday class. The police raided this area for drug related activity a couple of 
days ago and roughly 50% of the children’s parents were caught and 
imprisoned.  So today, the children’s neighbors had to take these children to 
visit their parents in jail. 
 
 
 
 
 



     This community is a "RED ZONE" area for drugs.  Almost all families here are 
associated with drugs. Drug users and drug dealers are common inhabitants of 
this community as people are unemployed or having very low salaries.  Police 
raids in this area occur very often, offenders are charged, imprisoned for a 
week or a month then receive bail. When they are released, they just continue 
doing the same offence again so it becomes a viscous cycle.  When parents are 
in jail, the children are left unattended, leaving them to fend for themselves.  
The neighbors may at times help with food but otherwise the children would 
have to manage on their own making them tough, resilient and independent, 
but sadly - in a bad way.  
 
     Addiction to alcohol is another problem in this area.  Almost all families 
have at least one household member who is an alcoholic resulting in rampant 
domestic violence or physical abuse.  As these children lack attention and 
guidance, they grow up mentally and emotionally unstable, unconsciously 
imitating the wrong ways of their parents or guardians.  They do not have any 
sense of direction in their lives and eventually become alcoholics themselves.  
  
     Through the volunteers, these children may have better chances of 
changing their lives by inspiring them to look beyond poverty. With enough 
encouragement from other concerned individuals, these children can go on to 
live happy, successful lives.   
 
     Every Saturday, the children look forward to these visits and for the free 
lunch as well.  Government policy for mandatory education is Y13 (Mor6) but 
most of these children drop 
school by Y5 or Y7/8.  We try to 
convince them to stay in school 
and have the initiative to take 
education seriously as this would 
give them a better chance of 
seeing a brighter future. 
Moreover, we explain to the 
children why they need to stay 
away from drugs and alcohol and 
the negative consequences these 
may bring to their lives if they 
become addicted.”  
 
 


