
Lion Care Project 

Scholarship Grant to Victims Infected with HIV+ve  

 

         This is the 3rd year of Lionheart Society’s continued educational support to 

victims infected with HIV+ve at Ratjavithi Children’s Hospital in Bangkok.  Most of 

these patients are born to HIV infected parents.  In newborn babies and infants, 

detection of HIV infection is not yet confirmed because the virus is still in its 

incubation period but as symptoms and other visible signs appear later on, are 

eventually confirmed positive after going through antibody tests.  

       What is sad is about these children’s lives is that by the time they have grown 

up, their parents would already have passed away due to their own condition 

leaving these poor children in the care of others who may or may not understand 

their situation.  Children then face a tough and lonely life, usually tended by 

relatives (grandparents, aunties or uncles) who are also poor and feel burdened 

to look after them. Under much pressure, these young victims suffer a life of 

physical, mental and emotional difficulty knowing their illness is incurable and 

simply enjoying a normal teenage life like others is a hard challenge. 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

     As children affected with HIV+ve grow up, the infection worsens and their anti-

bodies become weaker; health deteriorates and victims become easily conducive 

to other illnesses.  Parents who are infected with the virus are generally assumed 

to pass on the disease to their offsprings.  HIV infection requires life-long 

medication; the earlier the signs are detected and initiate treatment, the better in 

order to suppress the virus in the body’s immune system.  Although until this 

time, there is still no drug that can eradicate the virus, a functional cure where 

proper adherence to medication can prevent it from spreading allowing its victims 

to live a normal and healthy life. 

       However, even if these 

medicines play an important 

part in the treatment, the 

victims continue to spend 

their daily lives in 

desperation and fear as 

they do not have their real 

parents to look after them.  

Very often, they are 

neglected, ignored or even 

suffer a life of shame and 

indignity because of the 

social stigma related to the 

disease. Hence, these 

victims must be given a lot 

of encouragement and 

motivation to help 

themselves overcome these 

difficulties.      

        It’s been three years 

since the Lioncare project 



has initiated this scholarship grant to a number of deserving victims.  We have 

been working hand in hand with the staff and nurses of the HIV department of 

Ravjithi  Children’s Hospital to provide these patients both emotional and 

financial support with emphasis on education.  Our joined activities include 

seminars in self-development by independent group of volunteers, psycho-

therapy sessions by medical practitioners and friendly group discussions whilst 

performing fun activities in order to build more self-confidence, prevent stress, 

maintain diligence in taking proper medication and encourage a more positive 

attitude towards life and one’s future. 

After a few visits, we are pleased to say that our meetings now have 

become more open, relaxed and generally happy unlike the very first one.  Our 

fear towards HIV and its victims has totally changed as we ourselves have learned 

a lot about the disease enabling us to understand the condition of these children 

and sympathize with them.  In the same manner, they too, have become more 

comfortable with our presence and actually look forward to our visits. 

        One of the most significant aids we have been extending to these victims, 

who are mostly HIV+ve from birth, are the scholarship grants given to deserving 

students.  They were carefully chosen by the nurses of the HIV department of the 

Rajwithi Children’s Hospital because they have exhibited good behavior, diligence 

in studies and determination to finish college and have a career.  Recipients of 

this grant are Saen, Ploy, Nat and Mint.  These scholarship funds are sourced from 

our Vegetables from the Heart project and donations from parents and other 

generous individuals.  The amount of 5000-8000 Baht is given out to each 

recipient, twice a year depending on the child’s health condition and personal 

circumstances.  

       We know that this amount, although not too significant can at least in some 

small way help alleviate whatever financial difficulties these victims and their 

families are facing.  At this time, these four recipients are enrolled in public 

colleges and government educational institutions providing vocational certificates 

and vocational diplomas so tuition fee is relatively affordable.  However, the need 



to find a job whilst studying is still necessary as there are other expenses they 

have to shoulder such as food and transportation.      

      The Lioncare project 

intends to continue this 

support until these 

victims complete their 

education in order for 

them to have better job 

opportunities and ably 

look after themselves 

and help their families.  

We are very delighted 

to learn that generous 

individuals (business 

proprietors) who have 

heard of our project 

have expressed their intentions to help these recipients by assuring them a place 

in their company after graduation in order to give them a better life and brighter 

future. 

      The Lionheart Society believes that even the smallest and simplest gesture of 

compassion can bring about change to somebody’s life and there is no limit to 

what we can do to help. There will always be hope in kindness.   

       

       

 

 

 

 



Student Aid Recipients: Mint, Ploy, Nat and Saen 

 

Testimonial:  Mint 

         My name is Mint, I am 18 years of age and in my third year of taking up 

Certificate in Vocational Education.  I live in Bangkok with my aunt who has been 

looking after me since my parents passed away from HIV when I was still very 

young.  I hope to earn a Technical Diploma and work either in Graphic Design or 

Computer Science field when I finish my studies. 

         However, now the situation at home has changed and sadly, I have to 

temporarily stop attending classes. Unfortunately, my aunt who has been working 

in a factory lost her job due to company downsizing and was included in the most 

recent employee lay-offs.  Due to her age, finding new employment has been very 

difficult so in order for us to have some money for our daily needs, she has 

resorted to menial garment sewing at home, earning about a 1000Baht a week, 

hardly enough for food and other expenses. I, myself have been helping with 

house chores such as cleaning and laundry.  

         In as much as I would like to continue school, as I am now only left with 1 

semester and 1 year to go, I have to accept the reality that I would have to put 

education aside for a while until my aunt and I are financially capable.   Once our 

situation at home becomes better, I intend to continue with my studies and 

hopefully finish, earn a diploma and find a job so I and my aunt can have a better 

and happier life.  

 

*The Lionheart Society recently learned of Mint’s situation and has decided to 

provide additional support for her tuition fees together with other donations from 

generous individuals.   

 

 



      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Interview:  Ploy 

       Hello!  My name is Thidawan , my friends call me Ploy.  I am 22 years old and 

on my second year of college at Ramkanghaeng  University.  I am currently 

working while studying so I can pay for my own tuition and help with some of our 

household expenses such as water and electricity.  My salary is barely enough for 

all these expenses so I am very grateful for the scholarship grant that I have been 

receiving which has helped me a lot. With this student aid, I am also able to buy 

the text books I need.  This support from generous donors has given me much 

encouragement to continue studying and hopefully finish college.  At this time, I 

have already completed 54 units although some of my grades are not too good 

because many times I am not able to study well as I am too tired from work.  

Once again, my sincerest gratitude to the kind sponsors of this grant and I 

promise to concentrate on my studies more.  

 

  



Testimonial:  Nat 

      First of all, I would like to express my deepest gratitude to the generous 

sponsors of this scholarship grant.  I feel very fortunate to have been chosen as 

one of the lucky recipients of this financial aid and I intend to use this to the best 

of my abilities.  Luckily, I am not enrolled in a university where the tuition fee is 

more costly, enabling me to use these funds to buy the textbooks I need for my 

course which I use at school and at home as review materials.  The subjects I am 

enrolled in are difficult and require a lot of concentration as well as class 

participation rather than self-study.  In class, the teacher provides the important 

examination guidelines such as tips and prompts on how to answer the test 

questions well in order to achieve good scores.  Currently, I am taking up Law and 

all of the subjects related to this course require written exams, so sitting in class is 

more practical preventing me from having more available time for work. For this 

reason, the opportunity for me to engage in any regular employment is very 

limited so right now, I am only able to take on a job as a freelancer.  The money I 

make is used to pay for my course unit fees as well as for the various school 

supplies I need; however, at times, I still seek my mother’s help as my earnings is 

not enough. 

       Because of this scholarship grant, my mother and I are now not as hard-up as 

in the past.  This aid has been very helpful especially to my mother who has been 

looking after me all by herself since my father passed away when I was still very 

young.   

       Once again, I would like to thank all the generous sponsors of this donation.  

The only way I can return this kindness is by studying hard in order to graduate 

and hopefully find a decent job, continue to be a good individual and productive 

member of the society with the promise of doing my best in order for my mother 

and I to have a better life and a brighter future. 

 

Sincerely, 

Nat 



 

 

  



 

Testimonial:  Saen 

       My name is Suksan Phaphan and I live with my mother Nang Yuwadi 

Philaphark.  She has been looking after me all by herself since my father passed 

away when I was very young.  She is employed as a housekeeper and receives a 

meager salary barely enough to cover for our daily expenses at home.  Currently, I 

am taking up a course in computer programming to achieve a Vocational 

Certificate and hopefully graduate in 2 years.  At this time, I am also looking for a 

part-time job so I can help my mother who is frail and over-worked.   

       I would like to take this opportunity to express my deepest gratitude to the 

generous sponsors of this scholarship.  I promise to use this educational fund 

wisely and with great care as a sign of my genuine appreciation for the kindness 

of the donors and their good intentions. 

     Attached to this letter is my school report card.  

 

Respectfully yours,  

      Saen 

      Mae Oi 

 



 



Lionheart Society Annual Scholarship Grant to HIV-Positive Students 

     On the 6th of May, the Lionheart Society presented the annual 

scholarship fund donation for Term 1 of School Year 2017 to 4 HIV+ 

students.  Ploy, Nat, Min and Saen, recipients of these grants have been 

receiving our support for the past three years and have expressed their 

deepest appreciation and gratitude for this meaningful contribution.  

    We have continued to provide this assistance because we strongly 

believe that knowledge can give anyone especially those who are needy or 

disadvantaged the power to dream of a better future and a promising way 

to improve one’s life and role in society. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



     Testimonial:  Ploy (Student Aid Recipient) 

      My name is Ploy and I am currently in my 1st year of college at 

Ramkamhaeng University taking up Mass Communications.  I am a 

working student and employed as a server in a restaurant earning 200 Baht 

a day.  Sadly, this is never enough and barely covers for school tuition, 

food, water and electricity bills, transportation and other household 

expenses. The reason I have chosen to study in this university is because it 

gives me the opportunity to work while studying; at Ramkamhaeng 

University, students are allowed to collect and complete subject units up to 

eight years.  My dream is to finish this course as quickly as possible so my 

grandmother can see me graduate which for me is my greatest 

achievement.  She is now very old, frail and suffering from diabetes and 

high blood pressure.  With the small amount of earnings I make from work, 

I give her some and save the rest for my education expenses.  I study hard 

but I consider myself just an average student. Last term I was able to 

collect 11 units, however, I failed in some subjects. For this term, I am very 

pleased as I am able to achieve an A grade, my 1st ever, in Basic Mass 

Communications, a subject I enjoy learning a lot and I also did well with my 

other subjects.    

     I am very thankful for this scholarship grant and my sincerest gratitude 

to the generous sponsors. This aid has enabled me to for pay my school 

tuition, books and review materials.  I promise to do well in my studies and 

hopefully complete as many units as I can in the shortest possible time.  



      Testimonial: Saen (Student Aid Recipient) 

       My name is Saen and I’m about to start the 3rd Year of my Vocational 

course at Wimol Business Administration Technological College. Last term, 

my final GPA was 3.4 which made me really proud of this achievement. I 

have been taking classes in Computer and Business Studies and the 

reason I have chosen this course is because my mathematical abilities are 

quite limited. I do enjoy studying and have learned to overcome my 

anxieties especially in difficult subjects such as Maths.  

      At present I am living with my mother; my father passed away when I 

was very young.  After the term ends, I intend to find a part-time job, 

hopefully in a hotel so I can help with household expenses.  

      I am so grateful for my mother’s hard work and the sacrifices she 

makes for me. I would also like to thank all my relatives and friends for all 

their encouragement as well the kind-hearted individuals who have been 

supporting me in my education.  

 



Testimonial: Nat (Student Aid Recipient) 

      My name is Nat and I am 19 years old.  I am currently living with my 

mother who has been solely tending our home and looking after me since I 

was very young as my father died of cancer when I was only in Year 2.  My 

mother is a housekeeper and makes less than 10,000 Baht a month.  She 

has taken on part-time jobs mostly on Sundays to earn extra money which 

sadly has allowed her only one day to rest in a week.  She has been 

working very hard in order for us to be able to pay for all our expenses such 

as rent, food, my school tuition, learning materials and many other 

household utilities.  During term breaks I usually assist my mother in her 

housekeeping job, otherwise when at home, I help in performing house 

chores such as cleaning and doing the laundry. 

      I am very appreciative of the student aid given to me because this has 

truly helped me and my mother especially with all the expenses she has to 

shoulder every day.  I look forward to using this grant for my university 

tuition and other education expenditures. Thank you so much for all the 

support and generosity of everyone.   

 

  



    The Lionheart Society also collected second-hand shirts which were still 

fit for wear to donate to those who are HIV Positive at the Rajawithi 

Children’s Hospital. As most of these victims have lost one or both parents 

to AIDs, they have had to live their lives with relatives in hardship, forcing 

them to be frugal with their money. As such, we have communicated with 

them and realised their dire need for clothes; thus, we gathered all the 

second-hand clothing we could as a donation to them. 

  



    Pictured below is Mint who was born HIV Positive. Over the years, the 

Lionheart Society has continuously provided her with scholarships so that 

she could continue with her education. As of now, she has obtained a 

vocational certificate and endeavors to earn her high vocational certificate 

with our assistance. This will allow her to attain a better quality of life as 

she has lost her parents to AIDS and currently lives with her aunt who 

cannot provide her with a steady flow of money for food or other 

necessities due to the unstable nature of her employment. Our donation of 

scholarships every term for Mint will hopefully lighten the burden placed 

upon her. 

  



June 2017 

The donations of the Lionheart Society to the Racha Pracha Samasai 

Hospital for leprosy patients has been used to allow the patients to venture 

to Wat Hong Thong in the Chachoengsao province of Thailand as well as 

Baang Phoo and Wat Asokalaam in the Samut Prakan province. The trip 

takes place three times over the course of a year.  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

            

       

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



September 2017 

This is the second excursion that we have helped fund for elderly 

leprosy patients. On this occasion, the patients were able to travel to 

Wat Bang Plee Yai and the shore of Bang Saen. The elders were 

accommodated in buildings 5 and 6 of Rajpracha Samasai and with 

the donation of money from the Lionheart Society, they were able to 

make merit at the temple, which has been a dream for many of them. 

Furthermore, this opportunity to visit the beach delighted the elders as 

it was something they seldom experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



October 10 2017 

Kom Chad Luek Newspaper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lionheart Society was recently interviewed by 'Kom Chad Luek' for the 
October 10th 2017 edition of their newspaper, regarding our assistance of 
elders suffering from leprosy at the Ratcha Pracha Sama Sai hospital in 
Samut Prakan. We presented a donation of rice to the leper community 
residing behind the hospital (numbering between 600-700 people) as well 
as a sum of money to fund their travels (3-4 times a year). For instance, 
they may travel to temples and other locations such as Bang Saen and 
Bang Phoo. Many sufferers of leprosy are looked on with contempt by 
members of society due to the false belief that the ailment can be 
transmitted to them. As such, a number of them have been cast aside by 
their own family and friends. Due to this, our visits - as part of the Lion Care 
project - delight them as they are shown that people still care about them. 



October 12 2017 

Thai Post Newspaper 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lionheart Society was recently interviewed by 'Thai Post' for the 
October 12th 2017 edition of their newspaper, regarding our assistance of 
elders suffering from leprosy at the Ratcha Pracha Sama Sai hospital in 
Samut Prakan. We presented a donation of rice to the leper community 
residing behind the hospital (numbering between 600-700 people) as well 
as a sum of money to fund their travels (3-4 times a year). For instance, 
they may travel to temples and other locations such as Bang Saen and 
Bang Phoo. Many sufferers of leprosy are looked on with contempt by 
members of society due to the false belief that the ailment can be 
transmitted to them. As such, a number of them have been cast aside by 
their own family and friends. Due to this, our visits - as part of the Lion Care 
project - delight them as they are shown that people still care about them. 

https://www.facebook.com/108754682537411/photos/a.557629837649891.1073741837.108754682537411/1510809698998562/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/108754682537411/photos/a.557629837649891.1073741837.108754682537411/1510809698998562/?type=3


October 16 2017 

Naew Na Newspaper 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lionheart Society was recently interviewed by ‘Naew Na’ for the 
October 16th 2017 edition of their newspaper, regarding our assistance of 
elders suffering from leprosy at the Ratcha Pracha Sama Sai hospital in 
Samut Prakan. We presented a donation of rice to the leper community 
residing behind the hospital (numbering between 600-700 people) as well 
as a sum of money to fund their travels (3-4 times a year). For instance, 
they may travel to temples and other locations such as Bang Saen and 
Bang Phoo. Many sufferers of leprosy are looked on with contempt by 
members of society due to the false belief that the ailment can be 
transmitted to them. As such, a number of them have been cast aside by 
their own family and friends. Due to this, our visits - as part of the Lion Care 
project - delight them as they are shown that people still care about them. 

https://www.facebook.com/108754682537411/photos/a.557629837649891.1073741837.108754682537411/1510809698998562/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/108754682537411/photos/a.557629837649891.1073741837.108754682537411/1510809698998562/?type=3

