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       Community service is a very significant voluntary activity that should be 

mandatory at all schools because it can be very valuable in the development of 

both character and academics for the individuals who participate. Harrow 

International School is one of few institutions that clearly see the value of 

these supportive projects. Yet the sad truth is - very few students actually take 

part in these activities or are even aware of its importance.  

       The Lionheart Society has been actively engaged in various community 

service projects for the past 2 years and intends to do more. But we have to 

admit, we only learned of these activities when we moved up to secondary. 

We knew very little about these projects until we were invited to join some of 

the community service activities set up by the school and the houses.  Even 

then, it wasn’t something that we knew would change our simple and easy life 

at school.  After joining some of these projects, we realized how much we 

could learn on how to be a part of a group involved in activities that help our 

community and environment. This eventually gave us the motivation to set up 

the Lionheart Society.  

       Sadly, as we have learned, very few schools in Thailand are engaged in 

community service projects.  But luckily, Harrow takes on these ventures with 

enthusiasm. Harrow is an active contributor to these activities and it may be 

noted as well that the school’s involvement surpasses any other school (local 

or international) in the country. The Lionheart Society is very grateful for the 

constant support and assistance Harrow has been providing for all our 

projects. However, there is still not enough participation by a big majority of 

the students. Projects are done by the same individuals and very few students 

express interest in joining unless prompted by the teachers.  

  



       In March 2012, the Lionheart Society was invited to conduct a presentation 

on the group’s community service projects to three schools in Singapore 

namely: Tanglin Trust, UWCSEA and Nanyang Girl’s High School.  It was also a 

good opportunity for us to learn from them how they go about their own 

community services and what their plans are for the future. We were 

particularly impressed with how UWCSEA manages to have everyone in their 

school actively participate in their community services.  Every student, teacher 

and parent is involved in these projects as they are considered a part of the 

school’s curriculum.  With collective effort, they are able to accomplish with 

great success any undertakings aimed at helping those who are in need.   

       Singapore is a highly developed and economically sound nation. It has a 

dependable government providing basic services such as housing, education, 

healthcare and social welfare to all its citizens. Poor communities or slum areas 

are rarely seen and the percentage of destitute within the population is very 

low.  Yet Singaporean schools still encourage their students to set up fund 

raising community service projects to help the needy.  Unlike Thailand, where 

poverty may be seen all over the city, very little help goes around.  Especially in 

Bangkok where slums dominate large parts of the city, thousands of children 

are displaced, illiterate, living in very poor conditions and suffer social 

exclusion.  

      As this poverty may be seen all around us, it is time to act. Being involved in 

community service activities can change our attitude toward situations and life 

in general. It helps us realize that life is not just about having fun and enjoying 

all its comforts but also about making a difference in someone's life and not 

ignoring the needs of others. However, how can we really encourage more 

students to be more active in these projects?  A good way to start is to 

introduce these activities to young children and to teach them about empathy.  

The Lionheart Society believes that by teaching young children to understand 

the feelings of others and respond in helpful ways will no doubt create a 

certain sense of kindness and compassion towards those who are suffering or 

less fortunate.  

  



       Our “Planting Community Service Minds to Young Children Project” hopes 

to inspire more students to actively participate in charitable projects. The older 

students acted as mentors to the younger ones; the Y11 and Prep students 

were teaching the K2 students.  As we opened this project for volunteers, we 

are very pleased to have had over 70 students willing to participate and be of 

service. We also had the chance to speak in the Prep Assembly calling on those 

students who may be interested in joining the Lionheart Society Cubbies and 

were also assisting in the teaching activities as well. A good number of 

students were taken in who take turns during every Wednesday’s lunch break 

to share ideas and perform activities with the younger students about the 

meaning of community service and its significance.  

 



The following are some of the art activities we did with the younger students: 

 

 Decorated Pot and Plants 

 Pencil Tube 

 Advent Calendar 

 Photo Frame Magnet 

 Book Mark 

 Crown 

 Easter Card 

 Magic Wand 

 Masquerade Mask 

 Foam Toy 
 



      These arts and crafts when finished were taken home by students and sold 

to the parents, in which the money raised was used for charitable purposes.   

            In addition to this, the Lionheart Society will also try to develop this 

project further by encouraging  secondary students (various levels) to act as 

mentors to other primary students ( 1 older student : 1 younger student). This 

will not only build camaraderie among students of different levels but magnify 

the number of community service participants in school. The heart of this 

project lies not in the money raised from the sales of the art works but on the 

true value of the spirit of collaborative determination in achieving successful 

community services.  It will not only inspire the children to be active project 

members but instill to them the importance of giving back to the society they 

live in. The Lionheart Society hopes that through this new project, the younger 

students learn the true meaning of compassion, generosity as well as 

responsibility.  

      We hope that more Harrovians will take this step and new generations 

follow suit. Community Service is a vital tool to maturity and a powerful 

reminder for all of us to see the real world and make better choices.  

  



Charitable Activities Funded (Total Amount 33,000B) 

 

1) 15,000 Baht - Construction of Chicken Pen at Baan Sub Tai School, Si 

Kiew, Nakhorn Ratchasima for the children’s “Lunch Project” 

The students who attend this school come from the poorest parts of the 

village and government support is never enough. Therefore this project 

was initiated to ensure that students have sufficient food at school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) 18,000 Baht - Support teachers at the Thai-Burmese Refugee Camp for 6 

months 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


