
Philippines Typhoon Haiyan 

 

       On the 8th of November 2013, the 

Philippines was struck by an exceptionally 

powerful tropical cyclone named "Haiyan", 

the strongest and deadliest storm 

recorded at landfall and the fiercest 

typhoon ever recorded in terms of wind 

speed.  It carried 230-300 km/hr heavy 

winds accompanied by 400 mm of heavy 

rainfall inundating large areas of the 

archipelago, creating a   powerful storm surge that swept almost the entire shores 

of the Central Region. The w orst hit areas were the provinces of Samar and Leyte, 

with approximately 6000 lives lost and thousands more still missing. 

        The damage in areas hit by Haiyan was staggering with catastrophic scenes of 

destruction, seemingly too numerous to quantify. There was total destruction of 

roads, infrastructures and communication cutting off the whole of the Visayas 

region from the rest of the country and the world.  Immediate access to food, 

water, electricity and other basic needs was paralyzed and more than 100,000 

homes destroyed, displacing millions of local residents. As the people of the 

Philippines lost both lives and livelihood, an overwhelming feeling of helplessness 

clouded the whole nation.  

       Due to the magnitude of this devastation, there was an unprecedented 

response to offer support from many 

countries around the world including 

Thailand as well as international agencies 

such as the United Nations, World Health 

Organization, World Vision, The 

International Federation of Red Cross and 

the US, UK and Australian armed forces; 

and many others. But sadly, even with all 



this assistance, there were still many areas unreachable to aid and rescue efforts 

leaving many victims desperate and hopeless.  

      This heartbreaking tragedy caught 

the attention of the whole world and 

many of us felt a very strong urge to 

help in some way.  We needed to be a 

part of this collective effort to bring back 

hope to the Filipino people so the 

Lionheart Society decided to donate 

10,000 Baht from our Veggies from the 

Heart Project to purchase much needed 

medicine, water and dry goods. Luckily, there was a parent who was travelling to 

the Philippines enabling us to forward this money directly to one of the financial 

institutions (China Bank Philippines) officially designated to receive donations for 

this calamity.   

       We understand that the money we have donated may not be a significant   

amount compared to the magnitude of help needed but we strongly believe that 

even with this small contribution, we are able to partake in this worldwide relief 

effort. We sincerely hope that the 

Filipino people will be able to rise 

up from this unforgettable 

catastrophe and continue to be 

resilient.  The Lionheart Society is 

proud to be a part of a caring 

society and our intentions to carry 

on as a conscientious group of 

individuals ever prepared to offer 

help to those in need remains our 

mission.   

 

 


