Teaching Children at Hua Rot Jak Tuek Daeng Slum Community with
Kru Poo (December 17 2016)

This is the 6th year that the Lionheart Society has been supporting
children at Hua Rot Jak Tuek Daeng slum community located at Bang Sue
District in Bangkok. We have been performing this community service
project with Kru Poo through teaching basic academics such as English,
Maths, Arts as well as homework related tasks. On this occasion, in
addition to our regular activities, we presented a mini concert once again as
this was much appreciated last year by the students who eagerly listened
to our member’s music performance.
Hua Rot Kaj Tuek Daeng is a congested slum community with a
reputation as a place where crime, alcohol abuse and drugs are rampant.
As this area is a stronghold for both drug users and traffickers, it has been

labeled as a “Red Zone” by the authorities and police raids are very
common. Most inhabitants of this community are unemployed or having
very low wages and many are engaged in illegal activities or gang-related
schemes. When offenders are caught, they are usually charged and
imprisoned, leaving their children on their own to fend for themselves. But
once they are released, they just continue doing the same offence again, a
vicious cycle that
eventually embeds
into the daily lives
of their families. As
parents are
generally
associated with
drugs and alcohol,
their children
become victims of
abuse or neglect; they end up tending to themselves from a very young
age, left alone without supervision, guidance or even affection. More often,
children of addicted or alcoholic families become addicts or alcoholics
themselves, sadly following the same erroneous path their parents or
guardians have taken.
As these children are forced to manage on their own, they become
tough, aggressive, independent yet defenseless. This deplorable condition
they are obliged to adapt to becomes their normal way of life where
domestic
violence,
physical
abuse and
neglect is
simply a
part of their
everyday

lives. Because of this problem, children become vulnerable, lacking
adequate care, attention and protection. Without proper parenting, they end
up going through the same bleak situations as their parents such as early
pregnancies, drugs and alcohol addiction, gang-involvement and petty
crimes. Children in these slum communities only attend school because it is
a government prerequisite however, in reality, as these parents are mostly
illiterate or uneducated themselves, they do not consider education an
important tool for improving one’s life and neither do they care about their
children’s future.
Kru Poo considers this problem an important issue that needs to be
addressed and given more attention to so after retirement, he decided to
dedicate himself to helping these poor children. He has been making
regular visits to the community for 10 years now, mainly assisting the
children cope up with their homework with active participation from
volunteers from offices, colleges, universities and various school
organizations such as our group, the Lionheart Society.
In this trip, our activities included teaching basic English, Maths, Arts ,
helping out with homework, fun games and a mini concert. We also
provided lunch, gave out snacks and distributed learning materials to
everyone as well as a donation of rice from struggling Thai farmers.
We are pleased to say, that our six-year experience of volunteering in
this project has been most rewarding and definitely an activity we intend to
continue for many more years. Again, in our own small way, we hope that
by involving ourselves in community
services that benefit the society, we
can change the lives of many who
are lonely, helpless and struggling
with the optimism that they can
ultimately turn their lives around
and look forward to a better quality

of life and a more promising future.

Reflections
Like it does every year, the Teach to Reach project once again rekindled
my passion for teaching children, for whom education may be out of reach.
It gave me an insight into their world and strengthened my relationship with
them; I reciprocated their radiance readily and with great ease. I would like
to thank the project manager of Teach to Reach – Poon So12 - as well as all
those who participated and collaborated with us. – Pete S11
From simple mental maths to jovial sing-a-longs, the Teach to Reach trip
never fails to amaze me the different ways we can convey and pass on
happiness to one another. It was The Lionheart Society's job to teach the
unprivileged children, however I believe that it was the children there who
taught us something much more valuable than we can ever imagine. We
were all poignant upon being able to provide the children with warmth and
affection. Goods like food may perish with time, but the memories we gave
the children today are imperishable and forever remembered. - Prodpran
K12
As the project manager and having shifted the aim of the visit from teaching
basic academics to making the children happy, seeing the children as well
as my friends smiling and laughing as they mutually had fun together really
gave me a sense of fulfilment. - Poon So12
I spent my time with a group of ป.5-6 children, particularly 2 girls in the
group. At first they were very shy, but then they opened up which made me
really happy. As they didn't want to join in the main activities, we played as
a small group together. In the end, we were reluctant to say bye to each
other and we both hoped we could see each other again. - Fah So12
Teach to reach was a valuable experience as we got to spend our time to
teach and play with kids who may have lacked affection while growing up. I
am grateful that the children enjoyed the time we spent with them

especially the children who I spent time with during the activities. - Maple
C12
Today I taught and played with kids in poverty. I now understand that
children’s biggest problem in poverty isn't food or water, but it's love and
warmth. Today we fulfilled those needs for the children. - Poon K9

It was great to see those kids smile. It made me realise that happiness can
come in many different forms. - Tanut C12
The Lionheart trip was fun because we got to hang out with the little kids,
bringing smiles to their faces and making their day more colourful. .- Mew
K12
This opportunity to teach and play with disadvantaged children is truly
rewarding for me. I feel glad that I can bring joy to their lives and be a part
of their happiness. - Teak So12
Today I had so much fun with the kids. I was with k1 to y1. For the activity, it
was quite difficult to make all the kids to listen to us. - Pim K12
The trip today was truly memorable. We were given the opportunity to
educate children in the slums and I am extremely appreciative of this
experience. – Mint C11
For the opportunity we were given today to educate the children of the
slum, I am truly thankful. Though we were there to teach them, I felt like I
learned much more from them. – Praew B11
The Lionheart trip was eye-opening and gave me a new perspective on life,
as I saw what the slum children had to go through and the challenges they
faced. – Earn K11

I had the opportunity to take part in my second teach to reach event this
year. Once again, I joined a team of musicians to perform a mini concert for
the children in the community. They sang their hearts out through various
Thai hits. However, the most memorable song, in my opinion, is ผูป้ ิ ดทองหลังพระ
a song in honour of his majesty King Rama 9. The sound of the children
singing his name in unison just made my day. - Paul C12

