
Lion Care 

Helping Chronic Renal Failure Patient 

 

      This is the 3rd year that the Lionheart Society has been supporting Mrs. 

Boonjan Pohsen in her kidney dialysis treatment and medication. 

      These are the details and updates on her medical condition from October 2013 

to July 2014. 

      In January 2014, doctors attending to Mrs. Boonjan decided to discontinue her 

peritoneal dialysis treatment. This was due to the presence of a number of 

symptoms and initial signs of infection around the area of the stomach where the 

catheter is located where fluid is injected.  The patient has been having bouts of 

high fever, chills, body ache and difficulty in breathing due to peritonitis.  Her 

doctor instructed her to immediately stop this procedure and take oral 

medication instead.  After stopping dialysis for 1-2 months, the catheter 

connected to the stomach incurred a blockage requiring an immediate surgical 

removal to avoid further infection. As for the patient's enlargement of the heart, 

she has been receiving oral medication at home and is required to see her doctor 

once every two months. Additionally, her blood pressure is still high, 180/110, so 

she still has to continue taking her medications for this as well.   

      Overall, the patient's condition is not as 

optimistic. Some days she may be feeling fairly well 

and is able to do very light chores at home such as 

washing  the dishes and preparing simple meals but 

some days she is totally bed-ridden due to 

exhaustion, restlessness and numbness of hands 

and feet requiring her  to see her doctor 

unscheduled.  Mrs. Boonjan has been suffering in 

this deteriorating state since January until July of 

this year.  Sadly, even through all these 

medications, her health condition barely improved. 



Although hemodialysis is a medical option to kidney patients, this is inadvisable 

on her case because of her heart condition and persistent hypertension. This 

procedure may have the tendency to deprive the heart of sufficient blood which 

may eventually lead to heart failure. 

 

      The peritoneal dialysis may only be resumed if her general health condition 

improves. This procedure has to continue as the blood must be cleared of waste 

products otherwise prolonged accumulation to critical levels may cause coma and 

death. We can only hope that she becomes better to be able to go through this 

treatment again. 

       Due to Mrs. Boonjan's failing health condition, her husband has to solely 

provide for their family and carry out almost all responsibilities.  This includes 

household chores, tending to their two children (1 boy and 1 girl), providing for 

their everyday expenses, education overhead, and looking after his sick wife and 

her monthly medical expenses.  

      The Lionheart Society has decided to continue to support this family for the 

4th year because we know how much this means to them. Our humble intention 

is to at least help extend the patient's life the longest possible time for the sake of 

her husband and children.  

Although it is a fact that the 

final stages of chronic renal 

failure can barely give hope for 

recovery and eventually expire 

the patient, this short yet 

precious time this family can 

spend with each other means 

the world to them.   

 

 


