Baan Nong Mai Tai School
(6th – 8th July 2015)
The Lionheart Society has been supporting Baan Nong Mai Tai School since
the previous academic year. On this 2nd year, we had the opportunity to visit th
e school again to check on the developments of the contributions we have mad
e and follow up on how their school is doing.
Baan Nong Mai Tai School currently has 4 teachers (previously two) with the
following number of students:
K1 - 6
K2 - 6
Y1 - 7
Y2 - 12
Y3 - 7
Y4 - 6
Y5 - 6
Y6 - 6
Y7 – 5
Total: 61
The school for years has been dependent on a nearby temple for its very lim
ited water supply through a dilapidated pipe. The water tanks are extremely filth
y and the water purifier does not filter properly anymore. The students and teac
hers are forced to carry their own water bottles from home as the water supply a
t school is dirty and inadequate.
We realized the urgency of this problem so we donated a new water purifier
and two 2000-liter plastic water tanks to provide the entire school with clean, pot
able water that they can use for drinking, cooking, bathing, cleaning and other n
ecessary purposes.

Additionally, we performed the following activities as well:


Donated various learning materials and sports equipment.



Donated to each child a set of education tools.



Donated monetary contribution as scholarship fund for 5 deserving stude
nts.



Donated basic medicine (from Ingke’s Family)



Interviewed teachers and students and surveyed what the school needs.

A meeting was held and members voted on what issue needs the most urge
nt assistance as well as the budget required for the task. We’ve decided to focu
s on improving the drainage system and constructing new toilets (4 cubicles) thi
s year due to the current poor hygiene and sanitation. This amounts to 60,000B
in which 30,000B will come from income from our vegetable sales and the remai
ning will come from Pat’s+Pete’s+Tabby’s+Bambi’s+Poon’s family donations. T
he developments and updates on this project are regularly posted on the Lionhe
art Society fanpage.
This year we will be starting a student lunch project for Baan Nong Mai Tai S
chool to enable the students to provide themselves with nutritious and cost-savi
ng meals that would lessen their need to seek food elsewhere. This project aim
s to teach the children self- sufficiently and sustainability both at school and with
their own families.

Drinking supply we donated

Interview: Khun Kru Woranut Gosintranon
(Acting Principal Baan Nong Mai Tai School)
On behalf of the teachers and
students of Baan Nong Mai Tai
School, I would like to express my
deepest gratitude to the Lionheart
Society for continuously supporting
our school.
Baan Nong Mai Tai is a small-sized
school having only 61 students so the
official annual budget allotted to us is
very minimal. There is barely enough
support from the government forcing
us to find our own resources in order
to keep up with all the school's
operating costs. Our students come from very poor families and each child's
education budget is very limited. More often we are desperate that we have to
solicit donations from nearby factories or seek handouts during temple fairs in
order to sustain our school's various overheads. At times, generous individuals
learn of our situation and donate building materials for some of our maintenance
projects and to save on labour costs, teachers and parents of the students
volunteer to do the work needed. Last year, we started to renovate our old
latrines for the small children but unfortunately we ran out of resources to
continue the project.
Last October, the Lionheart Society generously donated two 2000-liter water
storage tanks and a new water filtering system. The teachers, students and
parents are extremely grateful for these items and we have been using them
with much satisfaction. At this time, there is scarcity of water in the region but
luckily our school is the least affected by this problem as other schools in the
area do not have any stored water for both drinking and other washing needs.
Sadly, this year the country is experiencing less rainfall and with this persisting
dry weather, water-supply issues develop. Corn, rice, sugarcane and tapioca
fields are dry making it difficult for farmers to rear crops. With this problem, the
villagers do not have enough money to support their families more so to provide
their children with the necessary school supplies they need. So when the
students learned of the Lionheart Society's visit, they were very excited and the
entire school was filled with anticipation. The children were very delighted to
receive the donations of learning and sports equipment and we can assure our
generous donors that all these items will be used to their maximum potential.
Thank you.

Reflection: Atta S9
I had a good time interacting with the children at Baan Non Rung School. I also
enjoyed teaching them as they were very nice and polite and listened to all our
instructions. I enjoyed talking to them and saw their big smiles as we gave out
prizes and I felt we were really doing something right. I myself learnt a lot of
new things and feel very lucky to have a good education at Harrow compared to
these unfortunate children. The children were so happy as we gave out our
donations and I felt proud as I was able to help them.
The second school we went to, Baan Nong Mai Tai School needed more
assistance than the previous one. We interviewed the teachers and students
and found out that they wanted a number of things for improvement. The
students were hoping for new sports facilities while the teachers were
requesting some help to have better toilets and drainage system. I think that
that the teachers’ request is more important because it could affect the
children's hygiene and cleanliness.

Reflection: Bambi S9
Today I visited less fortunate students from Baan Non Rung School. The
children from this school did not have a lot of money and are not able to afford
their school supplies. The moment we handed out the gifts to the students, their
eyes lit up and they were immediately filled with excitement. They promised to
cherish these gifts and use them to their fullest potential. However, I believe that
if students from Harrow were to receive the same gifts, they would not be
appreciated as much. This has encouraged us to help those who are less
fortunate than us since "One man's trash is another man's treasure". After we
handed out these gifts, we separated into groups to teach the children different
subjects. I taught Arts and Crafts. The children enjoyed making these crafts
since it is not every day that they can take home a jeweled crown. Although
teaching kindergarten children may usually be quite a hassle, I found out that
the students were extremely polite and respectful. Making these children happy
was a great pleasure of mine. At the end, the quiet, shy children had become
loud and happy and I knew we formed a great bond.
Afterwards, we went to Baan Nong Mai Tai School where we observed and
interviewed the teachers and students. We found out that the children wanted a
better playground and more sports facilities. However, the teachers thought that
a better drainage system and toilets would be a more appropriate idea. After
meeting with our members, we decided to go on with the idea of a better
drainage system and toilets as this was more necessary.
After a long day of donating and helping out the less fortunate, I felt extremely
happy and delighted. We had put a big smile on the children's faces and they
too put a big smile on ours.

Reflection: Kaopod C9
Today I felt really good working with the children at Baan Non Rung School and
I definitely had so much fun. I gained a lot of experience at the end of the day. I
learnt that most of these children that I have spent time with today were not as
lucky and fortunate as I had thought. I realized that I couldn't really change their
lives dramatically since I was only spending a few hours with them; therefore I
decided to make those few hours as enjoyable as possible for them. On this trip,
I also had the opportunity to donate some money, snacks and education
supplies to all of the students. When I left the school, I really felt good and knew
for sure that I was going to see these children again next year as I had
promised them.
After this visit, we went to another school called Baan Nong Mai Tai. We
interviewed the teachers and students on what they wanted to be improved in
their school. Our group had a meeting and we decided that that we would either
help with the sport facilities that the children were requesting for or the toilets
and drainage system that the teachers think are more important issues. For this
school, we also gave out educational supplies and scholarship fund to
deserving students of the year.

Reflection: Minnie K9
The children at Baan Non Rung School were very friendly and they listened to
us well. They asked if we would visit them again next year and we promised
them we would. They followed all the instructions we gave them during the
activities and completed their tasks gladly. I made friends with many of the
children and tried to get along with them as much as I could. I was in charge of
a group of older boys. At first it was very challenging because they were a bit
too energetic so I had to adapt my personality to how they were but slowly I was
able to get their attention and I felt more comfortable teaching them making
them listen to me more. I really enjoyed the visit to this school.
The second school, Baan Nong Mai Tai School was a bit different from the
previous one we visited. They had fewer students and we were told that they
have a big problem with the water supply. The weather in the area is very hot
and dry and the school didn't really have much shaded areas making it seem
even hotter. Their toilets are also very old and they want some help with the
renovation. We hope we would be able to help them with their problems
especially with their water supply.

Reflection: Prance S9
The children at Baan Non Rung School were very nice and friendly. It was a
pleasure for us to teach them. They listened to us and were very eager to join
the activities we have prepared for them. They were very enthusiastic and joyful
when we arrived and showed great manners and respect. They helped us
clean up after each activity and their friendliness kept us smiling all throughout
the day. They were overjoyed when we gave each one of them prizes at the end
of the visit. It was indeed a wonderful trip to this school.
In the second school we visited, Baan Nong Mai Tai School, we made a survey
to have an idea of what the school should improve on and interviewed the
teachers and students to ask what they needed. The teachers wanted their very
old toilets and drainage system to be fixed but the children preferred renovation
of their sports facilities. It was a difficult decision for our group due to our limited
budget but after much thought, we decided the teachers’ requests are more
important.

Reflection: Pete S10
The day started off early at 7:00 am as we headed for Baan Non Rung School,
the provincial school Lionheart Society has been supporting since 2011. Our
arrival was very much anticipated as we were greeted with warm cheers and
friendly smiles. We handed out all our donations including learning materials,
sports equipment as well as scholarship funds to deserving students for the
year.
Thereafter, we continued with our planned activities for the day. We separated
into groups to teach various subjects to the students; my task was English. The
children in Years 6 and 7 were not so well-versed in the language so we
decided to begin teaching by rehearsing the alphabet with them followed by
practicing some basic words and phrases. The same went for Years 4 and 5 as
their knowledge of English was extremely limited. I must admit that there was a
little bit of apprehension in the beginning but as the lessons went through, both
we and the children became more comfortable with each other resulting in
smiles and laughter and I can honestly say that it truly was a memorable
moment for all of us. We left Baan Nong Rung School with a sense of fulfillment
knowing that once again we had in our own small way brought so much
happiness to these children and provided them with much needed educational
supplies that they were desperately in need of.
Following this, we continued our day's journey to another provincial school
which we have also been supporting, Baan Nong Mai Tai School. We wanted to
follow up on our most recent donation of water tanks and water purifier that the
school badly needed at that time. We are pleased to know that these items
have provided the children with a much better learning environment. However,
presently, there is another important matter that the school is facing as well as
the other schools in the area; the existing drought in the region has brought
problems to all the villagers as there is not enough water supply. In addition to
this, the teachers have also expressed their concern regarding the worn out
latrines and poor drainage system of the school. They are hoping to receive
some support for the improvement of these issues as these are causing huge
sanitation concerns for the children. We understand the severity of this problem
and we will make plans on how we can help resolve this with our limited
resources.
In conclusion, this trip has been another successful Lionheart Society
community service activity. We are very pleased that again we have brought joy
and happiness to many underprivileged children in destitute villages. Our
commitment to finding ways to bring change to other people's lives continues to
stay strong as we actively perform development programs that will truly benefit
the society.

Reflection: Tabby S10
We departed at 7:00 a.m. and made our way to Baan Non Rung School. After
giving out sporting supplies, medical supplies, stationeries and scholarship fund
we started with our teaching activity. We taught English to Year 6 and 7 students.
Though it was quite difficult at first to actually get the students to understand us,
eventually we managed to get them started and write their full names and also
answer simple questions. The smile on the children’s faces after we handed out
prizes was something I will never forget. They were very happy. Afterwards, we
taught the Year 3 and 4 students although they might not have understood
some parts of our lesson. But for sure, we know that that they enjoyed the time
we spent with them as we all did ourselves.
After leaving this school, we traveled to another school called Baan Nong Mai
Tai School. We surveyed the area and interviewed the teachers and students.
The Lionheart Society has already donated a lot to improve the quality of water
in this school but now there are other more new issues. There has been a
shortage of water supply in the area so there is not enough water in the tanks.
This school also has a poor drainage system and our plan is to raise funds to
improve this as well as their toilets.
In conclusion, this trip was a huge success as we managed to put a smile on
the children's faces. We will make plans to improve the school condition for the
students.

Reflection: Finland So11
When I first arrived at the school, I was intrigued by the friendly atmosphere of
the area and the kindness bestowed upon all of us. However, this positive
feeling did not last long as I came to terms as to how difficult the lives of these
children were and the very slim prospects of them having a successful future.
When I was told of our contributions to the school, I knew that it was exactly
what I wanted to do for a long time as I am a relatively new member of the
Lionheart Society.
Towards the business side of things, I felt the school is doing well with its
existing supplies and resources and it was pleasing to hear that our donations
have been put to good use. I still feel like there are other things to improve on
but after visiting the second school, I found out that other schools may be or
could be facing problems on a larger scale so I feel like our money should be
put to better use if we help new schools rather than helping only one school for
an extended period of time. The second school has many problems that they
are unable to solve by themselves due to their lack of capital so I definitely
agree that this is an appropriate project for us to help them for the next
upcoming years. The problem of hygiene and health arising from the lack of
proper drainage system and sanitation in their toilets are very alarming and we
should take steps in minimizing the issue accordingly, as to what our budget
can provide.
Lastly, I certainly hope that this will not be my last small contribution to the
group and I sincerely look forward to keeping up with this work of making
children's lives better for the community. I just want to end this with a quote
which we are all familiar with and is very important for us to always remember,
"An act of kindness no matter how small, is never wasted". It has been an
absolute pleasure to be a part of this trip. I will take this experience I have been
presented with to help me continue this great aspect of community service not
only to make people's lives better but also to set an example to younger
generations so they can take our accomplishments forward and set new ones
as well. Setting new boundaries to places you never thought was possible could
be possible only if you have your mind and heart set on it.

Reflection: Poon So11
As this was my very first visit to Baan Non Rung School, I initially felt very
uncomfortable and unsure of what to say or do. Being a newcomer to the
Lionheart Society, I was quite anxious as to how things will work out on my first
experience helping out children from a poor provincial school. But after handing
out our donations to the students, I realized that there was actually nothing for
me to worry about and I slowly felt better. That cast all my anxieties towards the
upcoming Math lessons I was assigned to perform. In the beginning, there were
a few awkward moments since I and my friends were all quiet and shy by nature,
but on the second period, I tried a little harder to step out of my comfort zone
and it proved to work for the better. It was especially obvious that the distance
between me and the children, which was set unintentionally by me, shortened
as the teaching progressed. Maybe it was that they were sincerely nice to me
which made me feel more comfortable despite the on and off occurring
awkward moments.
At the other school, Baan Nong Mai Tai, I was emphasized on how much
drought has affected the people in the area and how limited their access to
clean water was. The fact that they were very grateful for the help we have
extended to their school, made me want to help them more. I believe that the
top priorities are providing more water storage tanks and improve the water
drainage system of the school.
In conclusion, I am very happy and feel privileged to have participated in this
trip as this has given me a sense of true happiness through helping others who
are in need as well as learning more about myself.

Reflection: Prodpran K11
Our morning started off with teaching the Year 6 and 7 students at Baan Non
Rung School. The moment I stepped into the classroom, I could see how
prepared the students were towards our lessons. They welcomed us with gentle
smiles as we introduced ourselves both in Thai and in English. I was very glad
that the children enjoyed the class. Even though it was just a short period of
time, I'm sure that we were able to entertain them as much as we could. We
played various English games with the children, from finding out the meaning of
different words to acting them out. This filled up the class with laughter
including ourselves.
We have successfully managed to teach the children from Year 4 and 5 on how
to write their names and nicknames in English. Majority of them did not know
the correct pronunciation of some letters of the alphabet so we sat next to them
in groups and slowly went through each of the letters one by one. A large
amount of patience was necessary since the children were quite energetic and
excited. Before we departed the school, the children lined up and gave us a big
wave of goodbye along with a meaningful "thank you" which truly filled our
hearts with joy.
On our visit to Baan Nong Mai Tai School, I witnessed a huge number of
unprivileged children. We are very happy to have donated various learning
support materials that are essential for their education.
I feel blessed and honoured to have been a part of this trip. I would like to
thank everyone who has made this trip possible especially to the senior
members of the Lionheart Society. I am well aware of the large shoes I have to
fill as I take on my new role as a member of this wonderful community service
team.

Reflection: Nano K12
Today was a good day, a bright day, a happy day both for the members of the
Lionheart Society and the students and teachers of the two schools we visited
today.
We handed out gifts and various learning equipments to the children. I saw their
smiles with much delight and joy as I have seen that the existing materials they
were using really needed change. I was very glad that we brought our donations.
My role for the day was to teach English to the students. The lesson was
eventful and overall entertaining. Though there were one or two "hiccups", I
think we achieved our goal in improving their English. Even if it was as little as
writing their names, at least we made a difference. After all, the Lionheart
Society's slogan is, "An act of kindness, no matter how small is never wasted."
Lastly, I would like to suggest we donate more dictionaries as a large portion of
the existing ones had sections missing as these are very useful resources for
learning.
I am truly thankful for this great experience.

